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‘I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon my imagination. 
Imagination is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is 
limited. Imagination encircles the world.’ 
                                                                                Albert 

Einstein 



‘In everyday life, ‘if’ is an evasion; in drama ‘if’ is the 
truth’ Peter Brook 
 
Have you ever pretended to be someone else, even 
though you know that you are not really? 
 
Have you ever pretended that you are somewhere else, 
when you know that you are not really? 
 
Have you ever pretended that something is happening, 
when it isn’t really? 
 



Young children from all cultures pretend. 
Within these shared, imagined worlds (between teacher and 
child) the children may have a play agenda and the teacher may 
have a learning agenda which can become synonymous in 
practice. 
 



Drama in education can be seen as ‘brain friendly’ learning. 
Drama is multi sensory, visual, auditory, kinaesthetic, tactile, 
multi-intelligent, emotionally linked learning. Drama relies on 
cooperation and through it we learn about ourselves as human 
beings and about others in the world we inhabit together. 







Teacher friendly conventions



Freeze Frames

A montage with Physical Theatre



Thought Tracking 

Sharing the private thoughts and feelings of the 
characters.



Conscience Alley



Flashback
Thematic work on Bullying – Freeze Frame going in to a 
Flashblack exploring motive and reasoning behind the 
event.



Whole Group Role Play
The whole class share the fiction



Teacher in Role



Re-enactment ( A Day in the Life)

Children adopt the roles of actual passengers on the 
Titanic and children who were actual Evacuees – 
you follow their journey.



Defining Space

Concluding work on ‘A Christmas 
Carol’ – loosely based on ‘Defining 
Space’



Role on the Wall



Iceberg



Hot Seating



Drama used as a Hook

With Case Studies



Magic Carpet Ride
Often work in the classroom can be 
thematic based- 
In history drama can by used to empathise 
through role with characters from the past 
and gain understanding of different 
viewpoints and historical events, bringing 
them alive and actively exploring ‘as if’ they 
were there at the time. 

A class might set off together on an 
enterprise as experts (anthropologists, 
botanists, geologists, archeologists) on an 
imaginary voyage of an unexplored island 
and through an ongoing drama, be keeping 
a ship’s log, charting the voyage, mapping 
the island.  All the while solving imaginary 
problems together.



Devising in a Bag
They’re LOVING Anne frank’s diary. The case and props were so useful! They were way more 
interested and my Year 6 actually believe they’re her belongings. 

Even the fact I’d put little amount of clothes etc in. One said ‘she must have been in a rush, 
she’s travelling really light’. Another said ‘that case is battered, she must have been through a 
lot’ another realised we had lights off and I was talking quietly and asked if we were 
supposed to be hiding from someone. They found out her age, location, time in history and 
eventually pieced together her life due to what was in and around the case. I asked them 
after how useful they found it doing it that way rather than being told. They said ‘well seeing 
her things was so much more interesting and you can see just what she went through’.  

And that was only yesterday. I posted on school twitter on Monday night ‘who could this 
belong to?’ And then yesterday they came in and it was there. Loved it. 
This is to year 6 though.. You have to hook them in or they don’t care and lose interest. 
Using the drama link means the children can get lost in their questioning and really put 
themselves in the situation. They were all so angry and emotional once they found out who 
Anne Frank was and what she went through - all from items and how I’d set the room out. 



I had Year 5 once in a 3 form entry school. We were beginning how 
to train your dragon after half term. So... all the children were in and 
us 3 teachers weren’t there.  

Head teacher got all 90 children in the corridor which looked out over 
the car park. We came running down the carpark with bags and were 
in outdoor clothes.  

We came running in through the doors and were shouting how sorry 
we were and they won’t believe what we’ve seen. We started pulling 
things out of our bags which linked to dragons... I had a scaly piece 
of leather and I threw it in the air with all my stuff and we were going 
crazy about how we’d been camping and dragon hunting. We pulled 
pictures out, everything. All whilst our head teacher (in on it all) was 
severely telling us off about being late.  

The children were shouting ‘TELL US MORE ABOUT YOUR WEEK’ ‘YOU 
ACTUALLY SAW DRAGONS?!’ We then spent all morning telling them 
about it all and it began our new topic. We had even gone into the 
forest school area in half term to leave things. We took pics in there 
of us ‘dragon hunting in the wild’ and had them in our bags. We said 
we’d been in Wales.  



Invisible Theatre
I remember being in GCSE and you arguing 
with a student teacher about his work. 
Turned out it was all fake.  

I stole this too. We were beginning a 
debate topic with year 3. I didn’t tell them 
we were beginning anything new. Me and 
my TA began debating something in class 
quite loudly and blunt. Kids eventually were 
silent and listening. I said to one of my HA’s 
‘can you grab a white board please! Write 
down for and against and see if we can 
come to an agreement on this!’ We carried 
on debating and throwing in the vocab ‘on 
the other hand’ etc.  

They ended up writing a great debate!!  



Classroom Top Tips
● Space 
● Work in a corner 
● If furniture 

allows have a 
seating and 
practical area 

● Think about 
how you 
normally 
address the 
students.

● Control 
● Slow motion and mime 
● Freeze Frames (add Thought 

Tracking) 
● TiR – choose roles of authority 

● Reluctant performers 
● 10 second objects (physical theatre) 
● Whole group role play 
● Whole group performance at the 

same time 
● Stop Start Method



Reference Material

With Drama in Mind - Patrice Baldwin. 
Network Educational Press. 

Structuring Drama Work – Jonothan 
Neelands. Cambridge University Press.
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